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“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.” (Matthew 2:1-12). 
 
1. How to Plan a Trip 

Last year, few people traveled throughout the world. When we normally 
travel, we determine our destination, the time we are going to spend there 
and where we are going to stay. There are so many things that go into 
traveling.   
 
2. The Visit of the Magi 
 In Matthew Chapter 2, we find a group of travelers in our story. Who are 
these travelers? These are the travelers that are going to visit Jesus after he 
is born in Bethlehem in Judea.  

The Bible calls these travelers the Magi or wise men. Matthew does not 
tell us who exactly these men are or how many people are traveling with 
them. We do not know exactly where they are from. Matthew’s gospel says 
that they were from “the east.” Tradition tells us they were likely men of high 
position from Persia, near the site of ancient Babylon. 
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      How did the Magi know that Jesus was born? The wise men saw a new 
star and believed the star was the sign of a birth of a significant person. Some 
say the men were astrologers. Or perhaps they heard the prophecy about the 
birth of the Messiah in the Old Testament.  

Numbers 24:17 says, “A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will 
rise out of Israel.” “The star out of Jacob” was thought to refer to the coming 
Messiah. The Magi were convinced that the rising star was the fulfillment of 
the prophecy about the Messiah. 
  
3. The Differences of Their Trip 
      How was the trip of the Magi different from a trip that you are I might 
take? When we go on a trip, we prepare the details. However, the wise men 
didn’t know much. They only prepared three gifts. They didn’t know where 
they were going and didn’t know how to get there. The wise men didn’t know 
how long their journey might take. Matthew tells us that they simply followed 
the star.  
      Verse 1 says that the wise men came to Jerusalem because they 
probably thought the baby king in the future would be born in Jerusalem. We 
don’t know how long their journey took. But likely after some time, they visited 
the palace of king Herod and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews?” (verse 2). King Herod was quite disturbed when the wise 
men asked about the newborn king of the Jews. Herod asked the chief priests 
and teachers of the law where the Messiah was to be born. 
      Micah 5:2 says, “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are 
small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who 
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient 
times.”  

Herod told the Magi that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. He 
asked them to return and let him know where the newborn king would be so 
that he could also visit the Messiah.  

After meeting Herod, the Magi continued on their journey. The star led 
the wise men to the baby Jesus. The men found the baby Jesus with Mary 
and worshipped him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
   
4. Why is Magi’s Visit included? 

The story of the Magi is only found in Matthew’s gospel. Why was this 
story in Matthew’s account? Matthew’s gospel was written for the Jews. 
Matthew wanted the Jews to believe that Jesus was the long-awaited 
Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament.  
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Matthew wanted the Jews to know that Jesus’ Messiahship as 
confirmed by the Magi Gentiles. He also wanted the Jews to learn that the 
Messiah came not only for the Jews but also for the Gentiles. 
         
5. What does the Story of Magi teach us? 
      The story of the Magi highlights the importance of priority. The wise 
men set aside their routines and left their lives to see the King of the Jews. 
Why did they care about the birth of Jesus? Jesus was not only the King of 
the Jews but was the Messiah for all people.  

How did the wise men know that Jesus would be the Messiah for all? 
The Old Testament tells us that God had great plans for the Jews. The Jews 
were God’s chosen people. They were a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.  

If the Jews were God’s chosen people, what were the Gentiles? Were 
the Gentiles part of God’s plans? Psalm 117:1 says, “Praise the Lord, all 
you nations! Extol him, all you peoples!” Nations in this passage means 
Gentiles. In Romans 15:11, Paul quotes from Psalm 117 to show that God’s 
salvation is not only for the Jews but also for all people.  

The Roman church was a diverse community of faith. There were Jews, 
Gentiles, slaves, free people, rich, and poor people. Paul asks the Romans 
and us a very important question in Romans 3:29, “is God the God of Jews 
only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles 
also.”  Therefore, Paul says, “Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God” (Romans 15:11). By visiting 
the baby Jesus, they were convinced that they were loved by God even 
though they were Gentiles. 
  
6. Conclusion 
      Today is called “Epiphany Sunday.” “Epiphany” means “a manifestation 
of a divine or supernatural being.” In church we use the term to indicate the 
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. The journey of the Magi affirms that 
Jesus is the Messiah for everyone. The birth of Jesus tells us that God wants 
to be with us, take care of us, walk with us, and encourage us. The Magi’s 
visit to Jesus is to give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love. 
  
7. Application 

No one knows what 2021 will be like. We know for sure that we will 
continue to face storms throughout our lives. But like the Magi following the 
star, we can follow God’s guidance throughout this year. Then we will know 
that God’s grace and unfailing love will guide us every day of our lives. The 
Magi’s journey of faith still teaches us how to live our lives. And the living with 
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the confidence of God’s guidance will make a big difference in our life. As 
long as we trust in the Lord for his guidance, we will continue our life journey 
without fear. 
 There are so many people in the world who live in fear and anxiety. Do 
we think everyone needs the Messiah?  If everyone comes to Jesus, we can 
continue our life journey with hope, joy, love, and peace in 2021. Amen. 

 
I would like to show a music video clip this morning.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aN7dGz6NH5M&ab_channel=ABAK

USMusik 
The title of music is “Von guten Mächten.” This is a poem written by Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer in 1944. Bonhoeffer was in prison for resisting the Nazis. He was 
executed on April 9, 1945 a few months before the end of the World War II. The 
poem tells us how he overcame the fear of execution. Part of his poem says,   
“Surrounded by such true and gentle powers. 
So wondrously consoled and without fear, 
Thus will I spend with you these final hours 
And then together enter a new year. 
By gentle powers lovingly surrounded, 
with patience we’ll endure, let come what may. 
God is with us at night and in the morning 
and certainly on every future day.” 
 
 
 


